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Saved to Serve HIM — Part 1

(Adapted from Raymond Woodward’s Life Course 401

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them”
(Ephesians 2:10).

he Bible requires even the newest believer to be a witness. Experience shows that new

believers will be much more effective in winning others to the Lord if they prepare

themselves by making a personal commitment to membership in a church family, to the
habits of Christian maturity, and to a ministry within the Body of Christ.

Every person on earth is either a missionary (saved) or a mission field (unsaved).

“The most important thing is that | complete my mission, the work that the Lord Jesus gave me
— to tell people the Good News about God's grace” (Acts 20:24, NCV).

| should commit the rest of my life to being a messenger of God's Good News to other people,
using my time, my talents, and my treasure for His Kingdom, regardless of where it leads or
what it costs. God saved me to serve Him.

God receives glory when | serve Him.

“I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do” (John 17:4, NIV).

It is my ultimate goal in life to serve Him.

“We make it our goal to please him” (2 Corinthians 5:9, NIV).

“Our goal is to measure up to God's plan for us” (2 Corinthians 10:13, LB).

JESUS’ MISSION ON EARTH

“God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so that anyone who believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16, LB).

“God was in Christ, restoring the world to himself” (2 Cor. 5:19, LB).

1. SHINING (passive witness)

"I have come as a Light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will
no longer wander in the darkness" (John 12:46, LB).

2. SEEKING (active witness)
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"For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost" (Luke 19:10, NIV).

3. SPEAKING (direct testimony)
“This is why | was born and came into the world: to tell people the truth” (John 18:37, NCV).

4. SHARING (indirect testimony)
“I came to give life — life in all its fullness” (John 10:10, NCV).

WHY JESUS’ MISSION SHOULD MATTER TO ME

1. IF I WANT TO BE LIKE JESUS, MY LIFE MISSION MUST INCLUDE HIS LIFE MISSION.

“In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, | give them a mission in the
world” (John 17:18, TM).

“As the Father has sent me, | am sending you" (John 20:21, NIV).

2. JESUS EXPECTS ME TO CONTINUE HIS MISSION.

“You are to go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone, everywhere”
(Mark 16:15, LB).

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8, NIV).

3. SHARING THE GOSPEL IS MY RESPONSIBILITY.

“You must warn them so they may live. If you don't speak out to warn the wicked to stop
their evil ways, they will die in their sin. But | will hold you responsible for their death”
(Ezekiel 3:18, NCV).

“Telling the Good News is my duty - something | must do. And how terrible it will be for me if
I do not tell the Good News” (1 Corinthians 9:16, NCV).

4. SHARING THE GOSPEL IS MY PRIVILEGE.

“And God has given us the privilege of urging everyone to come into his favor and be
reconciled to him... This is the wonderful message he has given us to tell others. We are
Christ's ambassadors.” (2 Cor. 5:18, LB)

“I am proud of the Good News, because it is the power God uses to save everyone who
believes ...” (Romans 1:16, NCV)
5. I’'M GRATEFUL FOR WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR ME.

“Remember that in the past you were without Christ ... You had no hope, and you did not
know God” (Ephesians 2:12, NCV).
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“For Christ's love compels us ...” (2 Corinthians 5:14, NIV).

PEOPLE ARE LOST WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST.

“Only Jesus has the power to save! His name is the only one in all the world that can save
anyone” (Acts 4:12, CEV).

"Anyone who calls on the Lord will be saved. But before people can ask the Lord for help,
they must believe in him; and before they can believe in him, they must hear about him; and
for them to hear about the Lord, someone must tell them” (Romans 10:13-14, NCV).

GOD WANTS EVERYONE TO BE SAVED.

“God wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4,
NIV).

“God does not want anyone to be lost, but he wants all people to change their hearts and
lives” (2 Peter 2:9, NCV).

GOD’S TIMETABLE FOR HISTORY HINGES AROUND THE CHURCH COMPLETING OUR
MISSION.

“The Good News about God's kingdom will be preached in all the world, to every nation.
Then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14, NCV).

"Jesus said to them, ‘You don’t need to know the time of those events that only the Father
controls. But the Holy Spirit will come upon you and give you power. Then you will tell
everyone about me ...”” (Acts 1:6-8, CEV).

| WILL BE REWARDED BY THE LORD IN ETERNITY.

“Remember that the .. will give you an inheritance as your reward, and the Master you are
serving is Christ” (Colossians 3:24, NLT).

“Those who turn many to righteousness will shine like stars forever” (Daniel 12:3, NLT).

| WILL REJOICE IN ETERNITY WHEN | SEE PEOPLE | HAVE WON TO THE LORD WITH ME IN
HEAVEN.

“Jesus said, ‘In the same way there is more happiness in heaven because of one sinner who
turns to God than over ninety-nine good people who don’t need to’” (Luke 15:7, CEV).

“What gives us hope and joy, and what is our proud reward and crown? It is you! Yes, you
will bring us much joy as we stand together before our Lord Jesus when he comes back
again” (1 Thessalonians 2:19, NLT).

KNOWING HOW IMPORTANT MY MISSION IS TO THE LORD, WHAT SHOULD MY RESPONSE
BE?
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“I want to carry out the mission I received from the Lord Jesus — the mission of testifying to the
Good News ...” (Acts 20:24, NCV).

Study Questions

1. List and briefly define the four (4) parts to Jesus’ mission on earth. Support each answer

with Scripture.
1)

2)

3)

4)

2. List the ten (10) reasons why Jesus’ mission should matter to me. Write out (with proper
reference) one verse of Scripture to support each reason.
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
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6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Additional Notes
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Saved to Serve HIM — Part 2

(Adapted from Raymond Woodward’s Life Course 401

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to everyone
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear”

(1Peter 3:15).
W hat is personal evangelism?

1. Evangelism should be PERSONALITY-ORIENTED.
e Christians are to BE good news before they SHARE the good news.
e When we are “real” people, it puts others at ease and lets them know that our
Christianity is real also.

There are many different styles of evangelism:

e Confrontational Style — Peter in Acts 2
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage — with great patience and careful instruction (2 Timothy 4:2).

¢ Intellectual Style — Paul in Acts 17
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge
of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians
10:5).

e Testimonial Style — Blind Man in John 9
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship
with us (1 John 1:3).

¢ Interpersonal Style — Matthew in Luke 5
I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means | might save some (1
Corinthians 9:22).

¢ Invitational Style - Woman at the Well in John 4
Then the master told his servant, Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them
come in, so that my house will be full (Luke 14:23).

e Serving Style — Dorcas in Acts 9
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).

2. Evangelism should be PEOPLE-ORIENTED.
e When we show a genuine interest in others, they will eventually want to know WHY!
e An evangelistic “event” tends to rush people, but an evangelistic “process” is patient
with people.

3. Evangelism should be TEAM-ORIENTED.
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e A person’s coming to God is like a chain with many links; we don’t have to be every link,

just one link.

e We need to intentionally become partners with other Christians, linking our abilities to

lead people to God.

4. Evangelism should be ETERNITY-ORIENTED.
e Evangelism is the primary reason that the church is on planet earth — nothing else is as

important to God.

e If one soul is worth more than the entire world, then any person we meet is incredibly

valuable to God.

Why is one soul so important? Read the book of Acts!

e In Acts 3 it was one lame man at the Temple Gate

e In Acts 8 it was one anonymous Ethiopian Treasurer

e In Acts 9 it was one Pharisee named Saul

e In Acts 9 it was one coat-maker named Dorcas

e In Acts 10 it was one Roman Centurion named Cornelius

e In Acts 14 it was one anonymous crippled man

e In Acts 16 it was one seller of cloth named Lydia

e In Acts 16 it was one anonymous Philippian jailer

e In Acts 18 it was one ruler of the synagogue named Crispus
e In Acts 18 it was one eloquent preacher named Apollos

You never know just who you might be witnessing to.

SPIRITUAL FISHING

“Jesus called out, ‘Come follow me and | will show you how to fish for the souls of men’”

(Matthew 4:19, LB).

e Following and fishing go together.
e Leading people to the Lord is like fishing, not hunting.

HUNTING

FISHING

Aggressive

More gentle

Based on confrontation

Based on attraction

Go out there and shoot them

Get them to nibble on the bait

Uses one-size-fits-all bullets

Allows you to try different lures

Take your best shot —it’s over

Requires give and take to reel it in

Scares animal away if you miss

You get more than one chance

~7~
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The animal has no choice The fish gets a choice

Must be a skilled shot Anyone can put bait in water

THREE KEYS TO SPIRITUAL FISHING

1. Identify your fishing pond.

“You will be my witnesses — in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the
world" (Acts 1:8, NIV).

MY FISHING POND
ACTS 1:8 MY CHURCH MYSELF
Jerusalem My home town Family
Judea My region/state Relatives
Samaria My country Friends
The World Every Country Acquaintances

God holds me most responsible for the people that | already have relationships with. The place
to start witnessing is with those closest to me.

"Go home to your family and friends. Tell them how much the Lord has done for you and
how he has had mercy on you" (Mark 5:19).

2. Learn about the kind of fish in your pond.

“To the Jews | became like a Jew to win the Jews...to those who are without the law |
became like a person who is without the law... to those who are weak | became weak so |
could win the weak. | have become all things to all people so | could save some of them in
any way possible. | do all this because of the Good News and so | can share in its blessings”
(1 Corinthians 9:20-23, NCV).

The more you know about a person, the easier it is to reach them with the
Gospel.

“With many stories like these, he presented his message to them, fitting the stories to their
experience and maturity” (Mark 4:33, TM).

“Whatever a person is like, | try to find common ground with him so that he will let me tell
him about Christ and let Christ save him. | do this to get the Gospel to them and also for the
blessing | myself receive when | see them come to Christ” (1 Corinthians 9:22-23, LB).

Before you can REACH a person, you must be able to RELATE to them.

3. Remember fish get hungry at different times.

~8~
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“Be wise in the way you act toward those who are not believers” (Colossians 4:5,
GN).

“Realizing this man's understanding, Jesus said to him, You are not far from the Kingdom of
God’" (Mark 12:34, LB).

Most people go through a process in receiving salvation; effective evangelism assesses where they
are now and helps them take the next step.

The Parable of the Soils Four Levels of Receptivity
Hard Soil Defensive Heart
Shallow Soil Impulsive Heart
Weedy Soil Distracted Heart
Good Soil Receptive Heart

“My work was to plant the seed in your hearts, and Apollos' work was to water it, but it was
God, not we, who made the garden grow in your hearts” (1 Corinthians 3:6, LB).

HOW PEOPLE FIND SALVATION

Self-satisfied, skeptical, resistant,
or spiritually apathetic
Becomes aware of an unmet need .
-5 . . . Receptive stage

or spiritual void in their life
Begins looking for answers to
questions or solutions to problems
Considers the differences between . .
-3 . Consideration stage
themselves and believers

Learns why and how to become

Resistant stage

Seeker stage

-2 2 Christian Understanding stage
1 Ready to believc.e and receive Ready stage
salvation
0 GROUND ZERO NEW LIFE!
+1 Learning about their new birth
and their church family

+2 Learning about the habits

necessary for spiritual growth
+3 Learning how to use their God-

given talents to serve others
+a Learning how to share the gospel

with other people
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Important Points to Remember:

e People move through these stages at different speeds.
e When someone gets “stuck” it is usually due to FEAR.
e Each stage requires a different response from me.

WHAT TO DO WITH PEOPLE AT EACH STAGE:

-6. At the RESISTANT stage ...
e Build a relationship with them
e Invite them to a fun or casual church outing
e Don’t argue with them.

Some people we think are RESISTANT are just UNAWARE of the gospel, or they
have just never heard it in terms they can understand.
-5. At the RECEPTIVE stage ...
e Tell them that you are praying for them

e Ask open-ended questions to get them thinking
e Share a testimony of how God has helped you

LIFE EVENT STRESS / RECEPTIVITY LEVEL
Death of a spouse 100
Divorce 73
Marriage separation 65
Jail term 63
Death of a close family member 63
Personal injury or major illness 53
Getting married 50
Fired from work a7
Marriage reconciliation 45
Retirement 45
Major change in health of family member 44
Pregnancy 40
Sex difficulties 39
Gaining a new family member 39
Major change at work 39
Major change in financial status 38
Death of a close friend 37
Son or daughter leaving home 29
Trouble with in-laws 29
Spouse begins or stops work 26
Trouble with boss 23
Change in residence 20




Equip
The Christian & Personal Evangelism
©2010 James G. Poitras

-4. At the SEEKER stage ...
e Invite them to one of our weekend services
e Give them reading materials or start a Bible Study
e Talk with them about their specific spiritual concerns

80% of people who experience salvation say it started with a friend inviting them to church.

- 3. At the CONSIDERATION stage ...
e Introduce them to other Christians
e Discuss the ways that Christians respond to life
e Invite them to join you for times of fellowship

-2. At the UNDERSTANDING stage ...
e Explain the plan of salvation to them
e Share your testimony of conversion
e Help them see the implications of their decision

-1. At the READY stage ...
e Pray a prayer of repentance with them
e Take them to talk to the pastor about water baptism
e Pray with them at the altar to receive the Holy Ghost

0. GROUND ZERO ...
e Celebrate their spiritual birthday with them
e Make yourself available to encourage them
e Get them started in some basic classes (go with them if possible)

Study Questions

1. List at least six (6) different styles of evangelism, with a Bible example of each. Support
each style with a Scripture reference that encourages us to be this type of evangelist.
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

2. Given the following statements to describe evangelism, give two points to explain each.
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Evangelism should be PERSONALITY-ORIENTED.

1)

2)

Evangelism should be PEOPLE-ORIENTED.
1)

2)

Evangelism should be TEAM-ORIENTED.
1)

2)

Evangelism should be ETERNITY-ORIENTED.
1)

2)

3. List one soul from seven (7) different chapters in the book of Acts (do not use the same

chapter twice) who were important enough to send someone to share the gospel.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

4, Explain why leading people to the Lord is like fishing, not hunting.

5. List and briefly explain the three (3) keys to spiritual fishing. Support each answer with
Scripture reference.
1)
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2)
3)
6. Match the four (4) types of soil in the Parable of the Soil with the different levels of
receptivity in the heart of a person seeking salvation.
1) 1)
2) 2)
3) 3)
4) 4)
7. List three (3) important points to remember about the stages people go through while
finding salvation.
1)
2)
3)
8. Given the following things to do with people who are seeking salvation, identify at

which stage of receptivity this action should be taken.
1) Build a relationship and do no argue with them.

2) Explain the plan of salvation and share the story of your conversion.

3) Introduce them to other Christians, and invite them to join you for times of
fellowship.
4) Tell them you are praying for them, and ask open-ended questions to get them

thinking.

5) Celebrate their spiritual birthday with them, and make yourself available to
encourage them whenever possible.

6) Give them reading materials or start a Bible study, and talk with them about their
spiritual concerns.
7) Pray a prayer of repentance with them, and take them to the pastor to talk about
water baptism.
8) Pray with them at the altar to receive the Holy Ghost.

9. List the two (2) most stressful life events that cause a person’s receptivity level to the
gospel to rise.
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Saved to Serve HIM — Part 3

(Adapted from Raymond Woodward’s Life Course 401

“To the weak became | as weak , that | might gain the weak: | am made all things to all men,
that | might by all means save some. And this | do for the gospel’s sake, that | might be partaker
thereof with you”

(1 Corinthians 9:22-23).

HOW TO BUILD A BRIDGE OF FRIENDSHIP

Good friendships are usually intentional, rather than accidental. Developing friendships with
unbelievers often requires going the second mile, taking some risks, and moving outside your
own comfort zone; and with our busy lifestyles, these kinds of relationships take PLANNING.
That’s why the Bible tells us to “work at bringing others to Christ” (2 Timothy 2:4, NLT). If you
don’t plan to cultivate friendships with unbelievers, you’ll find that you never have the time to
do so. “We should make our plans — counting on God to direct us” (Proverbs 16:9).

Step #1: Become Aware

e Make a list of your unsaved family and friends by name

e Realize that they are your responsibility

e Assess each person’s level of spiritual receptivity

e Discover what their interests and needs are

e Look for areas of common ground that you can build on

e Figure out what kind of testimony each would respond to

Step #2: Commit To Prayer

e Make a prayer list and pray daily for your unsaved friends

e Pray that God will draw them to Himself (John 6:44)

e Pray that God will remove spiritual blindness (2 Cor. 4:3-4)

e Pray that God will make their heart receptive (John 16:8-13)
e Pray for an opportunity to share a clear witness (Col. 4:3-5)

e Pray that God will give you wisdom in what to say (James 1:5)
e Pray that God will use the words you say (1 Thess. 1:5)

Step #3: Show You Care

e Treat everyone with respect as PEOPLE, not as PROSPECTS
e Be a genuine friend; help them in practical ways

e Be agood listener; it is a great way to show love

e Make SERVICE your aim, not RECRUITMENT

e Invite them into your home
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e Consciously focus your concern on meeting their needs
e Go out of your way to love them until they ask you WHY!
e Accept people as they are without being judgmental

Step #4: Be Ready To Share

e Identify yourself as a positive, joyful follower of Christ

e Share a testimony when the occasion naturally arises (it will!)
e Never force the gospel; be patient, for God is working!

e Use crisis situations to show why we all need God

e Ask questions that lead to spiritual discussions

e Give them appropriate message tapes or books The Bible doesn’t tell us to share

to read our FAITH, but to share our
HOPE. Faith is what you believe,

e Focus on the essential; don’t get sidetracked by

hang-ups hope is the benefit of what you
e Invite them to a service that is designed to reach believe. Shate the HOPE!

them
e Offer to pray with them after sharing the gospel

THE VALUE OF MY TESTIMONY

“You are the ones chosen by God ... God's instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to
tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you” (1 Peter 2:9, TM).

e [tis unique —there are no others just like it.

e |tis personal and easy to understand.

e | am the authority on it, so it is difficult to argue with.
e People love a personal story —and remember it.

e People can relate to it, so it builds a relational bridge.
¢ In apostmodern world, it is the most effective witness.

FOUR PARTS OF MY TESTIMONY

1. What my life was like before | met Christ. (LEAST TIME)

e What common circumstances would an unbeliever identify with?

e What were your attitudes that an unbeliever would identify with?

e What was most important to you?

e What substitute for God did you use to find meaning in your life? (sports/fitness,
success at work, marriage, sex, making money, drugs/alcohol, having fun,
entertainment, popularity, hobbies)

2. How I realized | needed Christ. (MORE TIME)
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e What significant steps led up to your conversion?

e What needs, hurts or problems made you dissatisfied with the way you were living
without God?

e How did God get your attention?

e What motivated you?

3. How | committed my life to Christ. (EVEN MORE TIME)

e What specifically did you do?
e Where did it happen?
e What did you say in your prayer? (be specific)

4. The difference Christ has made in my life. (MOST TIME)

e What benefits have you experienced or felt?

e What problems have been resolved? (give current example)
e How has Jesus helped you change for the better?

e How has Jesus helped you in your relationships?

» If you became a Christian AS AN ADULT, use the four basic steps to compose your
testimony.

» If you became a Christian AT AN EARLY AGE BUT WALKED AWAY, use the same four
steps but start with the time just prior to your RECOMMITMENT.

» If you became a Christian AT AN EARLY AGE AND NEVER STRAYED, use the same four
steps but point out some deep need or common problem that others struggle with, and
explain why you never had to experience it.

A personal testimony is still the most effective and persuasive form of
communication — that’s why COMMERCIALS work so well!

SUGGESTIONS FOR PREPARING MY TESTIMONY:

e Pray and ask God to give you the right words.

e Keep it short and to the point. Avoid excessive, unnecessary details.
e Refer to experiences most people have in common.

e Share aslice of your life (a story) that they will identify with.

e Be honest about your continuing struggles. Your life is not perfect.
e Don’t imply that all of your problems ended at conversion.

e Spend the most time on Part Four — the difference Christ has made.
e Emphasize WHY you received Christ (the benefits of doing it).

e Mention the benefit of being certain of your destiny when you die.
e Don't exaggerate or brag about pre-conversion sins.

e Don’t make negative remarks about other denominations or people.



Equip
The Christian & Personal Evangelism
©2010 James G. Poitras

e Don’t quote a lot of Scripture (a maximum of one or two verses).
e Don’t answer questions they haven’t asked.

e Give concrete examples of the changes in your life.

e The more specific you are, the more dynamic it will be.

e Avoid using dates, names and ages. It doesn’t matter to them.

e Be prepared. Practice until it feels and sounds natural.

e Speak casually and informally, in a matter-of-fact tone.

e Don’t dramatize or embellish your story.

e Don’t share mystical experiences. Share on their level, not yours.
e Don't talk down to people. Don’t sound “preachy.”

e Use “l,” “me,” and “my,” not “you.” It's about you, not them.

e Use humor —it reduces tension and relaxes people. Smile!

e Choose a central theme for your testimony.

POSSIBLE TESTIMONY THEMES

HOW SERVING JESUS HAS

HOW SERVING JESUS HAS

HELPED ME DEAL WITH MY ... GIVEN ME ...

Worries / Anxiety Inner peace

Guilt / Shame Forgiveness and a fresh start
Anger / Temper Patience and love

Emptiness / Lack of purpose
Grief
Stress / Burnout

Low self-esteem

Poor health
Disappointment
Insecurity

Regrets

Discontent / Frantic activity
Fears

Loneliness

Lack of emotional support

Addictions / Habits
Self-centeredness
Despair / Depression
Cheap thrills
Boredom with my life

Purpose and meaning in life
Comfort and joy

New energy and power for
living

Significance (I’'m valuable to
God!)

Healing or strength to go on
Trust in God’s good plans
Confidence and sense of
security

A second chance at life
Contentment and peace
Faith to face my fears
Assurance God’s always with
me

A church family that supports
me

Freedom and power to change
Love for other people

Hope

Real and lasting happiness
Adventure with God
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Fear of death Assurance of heaven

Feeling something was missing | A sense of fulfillment
Bitterness and resentment The ability to be free from my
past

God’s unconditional love
Positive changes in my
marriage

Positive changes in my finances
Positive changes in my business

Pain of rejection
Marriage problems

Financial problems
Business problems

Always remember that you have more than one testimony, so choose the testimony that best
matches your listener. You can tell about how other people’s lives have been changed by the

Lord too, if their experience would relate better.

TRANSLATING CHRISTIAN TERMS

CHRISTIAN TERM ...

WHEN TALKING TO UNBELIEVERS ...

“Blessed”

“I was born again”
“l was saved”
“Jesus is my Lord”

U

“I repented”

“l had sinned”
“All are sinners”

“I felt convicted”
“The Holy Ghost”
“It was glorious”

“The Lord laid on my

heart”
“Praise the Lord”
“Hallelujah”

”Happy”
“I was given a fresh, new start”

“My life changed at that moment”
“Jesus is the manager (or CEO) of my
life”

“I put Jesus in the driver’s seat”

“I changed my way of thinking”

“I made a mental U-turn”

“I knew I'd blown it”

“Nobody’s perfect”

“No one bats 1000”

“I realized”

“God’s Spirit”

“It was an incredible experience”
“I felt”

“I'm really thankful to God”
“Living for God is exciting”

HOW TO LEAD INTO YOUR TESTIMONY:

e Listen for problems that Jesus has helped you with.

“You know, that very thing used to be a big issue in my life too. But then | discovered

something that made a major difference in my life.”

e Refer to a news item dealing with a common problem.
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“Did you read about that? | can sure identify with how those people feel. It wasn’t all that
long ago that | struggled with those feelings too. But then something happened that
changed everything for me.”

e Start with a statement they’d agree with or a situation they relate to.

“Sometimes life just gets so complicated. Things sure don’t always turn out the way we
planned.”

e Apologize to people you’ve known a long time but not witnessed to.

“I need to apologize to you. We’ve known each other a long time, and | consider you to be a
good friend. But I’'ve never told you about the best thing that ever happened to me.”

“Let the whole world know what he has done for you” (Psalm 105:1, LB).
“Each day tell someone that he saves” (Psalm 96:2, LB).

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15, NIV).

Study Questions

1. List four (4) steps to use in building a bridge of friendship with someone you hope to
evangelize personally.
1)
2)
3)
4)

2. List the four (4) parts to your testimony, and the amount of time that should be spent
sharing each part.
1)
2)
3)
4)

3. Read through the list of suggestions for preparing your testimony. On the lines below,
write the suggestions that you have never used that would improve your testimony the most.
At the next opportunity, be sure to include these.
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4, List six (6) reasons why your testimony is valuable. Then, write out a verse of Scripture
that supports this assumption.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

5. Read through the list of possible testimony themes. Choose one to share with your
family and friends, and write it on the lines provided below. Be as brief as possible while giving
needed facts/info.

6. List four (4) steps that will help lead into (give a starting point for) your testimony.
1)
2)
3)
4)
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Three Simple Tools of Service

(Adapted from Raymond Woodward’s Life Course 401

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time”

(1 Timothy 2:4-6).

THREE SIMPLE TOOLS TO SHARE THE GOSPEL:

Explanation #1: The Four Spiritual Laws
Start with a question: “Have you heard of the four spiritual laws ?”

1. The Law of GOD
e Godis LOVING (1 John 4:16) — God is love
e Godis HOLY (1 Peter 1:16) — Be ye holy as | am holy
e God is JUST (Revelation 15:3) — Just and true are thy ways

2. The Law of MAN
e Man is SINFUL (Romans 3:23) — All have sinned
e Man deserves DEATH (Romans 6:23) — The wages of sin is death
e Man is HELPLESS (Isaiah 64:6) — Our righteousness is as filthy rags

3. The Law of CHRIST
e Christ is GOD (John 1:14) — The Word became flesh
e Christ became our SUBSTITUTE (Romans 5:8) — Christ died for us
e This is the GOSPEL (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) — NOTE THREE PARTS!

4. The Law of SALVATION
e We respond to Christ’s death through REPENTANCE (Luke 13:3) —Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish
e We respond to Christ’s burial through BAPTISM (Mark 16:16) — He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved
e We receive our new life through the HOLY GHOST (Acts 2:38) — NOTE THREE PARTS

Explanation #2: The Roman Road

Let your friend answer these questions by reading in their Bible.

e Romans 3:23 How many people have sinned?

ALL - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

e Romans 6:23 What is the eternal penalty for sin?
DEATH - For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life



Romans 5:8

Romans 2:4

Romans 6:4

Romans 8:11
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through Jesus Christ our Lord.

What is the only remedy for sin?

CHRIST’S DEATH - But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

What is the right response to God’s love?

REPENT - Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance?

How do | put an end to my old sinful life?

BAPTISM - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life.

Where do | get power to live a new life?

HOLY GHOST - But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Explanation #3: The Bridge

You can draw a “roadmap” to salvation on the back of the nearest napkin.

“For all have sinned, and come short

\\‘ of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

US

“For the wages of G O D

sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus
Christ our Lord”
(Romans 6:23).

DEATH

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

“For he longs for all to be saved and to understand this truth: That God is on one side and all the
people on the other side, and Christ Jesus, himself man, is between them to bring them together,

by giving his life for all mankind” (1 Timothy 2:4-6, LB).
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Acts 2:38

is the way to cross!

»
»

GOD

“For Christ also hath
once suffered for sins,
them gave he the just for the unjust,
power to become that he might bring us

the sons of God, to God, being put to
even to D death in the flesh, but
them that believe quickened by the
on his name.” Spirit.” (1 Peter 3:18)

(John 1:12)

US

‘But as many as
received him, to

“Then Peter said unto them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ, for the remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

TWELVE KEYS TO BEING AN EFFECTIVE WITNESS

1. RECOGNIZE YOUR PERSONAL STYLE

e Your “SHAPE” not only determines your ministry in the church, it also influences your
mission in the world. Don’t feel guilty about styles you don’t naturally use, and don’t
judge others who don’t do it like you do it.

e A “right brain” witness emphasizes personal experience, while a “left brain” witness
emphasizes facts and scripture. We need both kinds of testimonies. Remember that
Jesus never used the same approach twice.

2. THINK THROUGH WHAT YOU WILL SAY

“Everything you say should be kind and well thought out so that you know how to answer
everyone” (Colossians 4:6, GWT).

“Intelligent people think before they speak; what they say is then more persuasive”
(Proverbs 16:23, GN).
3. SHOW LOVE

“If I have no love, my speech is no more than a noisy gong or clanging bell” (1 Corinthians
13:1, GN).

People don’t care how much we know until they know how much we care.

4. BE POSITIVE AND PLEASANT

"A wise, mature person is known for his understanding. The more pleasant his words, the
more persuasive he is" (Proverbs 16:21, GN).



Equip
The Christian & Personal Evangelism
©2010 James G. Poitras

“A word of encouragement does wonders” (Proverbs 12:25, LB).

NEVER USE ANY PUT-DOWNS

“Be gracious in your speech. The goal is to bring out the best in others in a conversation, not put
them down, not cut them out” (Colossians 4:6, TM).

“Be tactful with those who are not Christians” (Colossians 4:5, JB).

Don’t ever expect an unbeliever to act like a believer until they become a
believer.

10.

11.

12.

TELL STORIES AND GIVE EXAMPLES

"Jesus always used stories and illustrations like these when speaking to the crowds. In fact,
he never spoke to them without using such parables" (Matthew 13:34, NLT).

LIGHTEN UP!

"The Son of man came enjoying life" (Luke 7:34, PH).

BE NATURAL — DON’T TRY TO SOUND “SPIRITUAL”

“When | came to you, it was not with any show of oratory or philosophy but simply to tell
you what God has guaranteed” (1 Cor. 2:1, JB).

“Your speech should be unaffected and logical so that your opponents may feel ashamed at
finding nothing in which to pick holes” (Titus 2:8, PH).

BE VULNERABLE AND AUTHENTIC

“We’ve spoken frankly to you, we’ve opened our hearts wide” (2 Cor. 6:11, GN).

“Be sure that you live in a way that brings honor to the Good News of Christ” (Philippians
1:27, NCV).

MEMORIZE SOME KEY BIBLE VERSES

“Concentrate ... on being a workman with nothing to be ashamed of, and who knows how to
use the Word of truth to the best advantage” (2 Timothy 2:15, PH).

KEEP IT SIMPLE

“I fear...(Satan) will corrupt you from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3,
KJV).

ASK GOD TO HELP YOU USE THE RIGHT WORDS

“For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only with words but also with power,

for the Holy Spirit gave you full assurance that what we said was true” (1 Thessalonians 1:5,
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NLT).

“Pray for me that when | speak, God will give me words so that | can tell the secret of the
Good News without fear” (Eph. 6:19, NCV).

Study Questions

1. Given the following statements, write the spiritual law it relates to, and give the
Scripture reference where it is found.

1) God is HOLY ( )

2) Man is HELPLESS ( )

3) Christ became our SUBSTITUTE ( )

4) God is JUST ( )

5) We respond to Christ’s death through REPENTANCE ( )

6) Man deserves DEATH ( )
7) God is LOVING ( )
8) We receive new life through the HOLY GHOST ( )

9) Man is SINFUL ( )
10) We respond to Christ’s burial through BAPTISM ( )

11) This is the GOSPEL ( )

12) Christ is GOD ( )

2. List and briefly explain the three (3) simple tools we can use to share the gospel.
1)

2)

3)

3. List the twelve (12) keys to being an effective witness. Support each with at least one
Scripture reference.
1)
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

4, A " witness  emphasizes  personal

A " witness emphasizes
and . We need both kinds of

Remember that never used the approach

5. Do not ever expect an to act like a until
they become a

Additional Notes
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Continuing in His Steps

“The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach”
(Acts 1:1).

A re you actively continuing in Jesus’ footsteps?

In 1896, Charles M. Sheldon published his classic In His Steps. This book has sold more
copies than any other religious book except the Bible. It has been published in more than
fifteen languages. Over thirty million copies have been sold.

In the story members of a local church vow to follow in Christ’s steps by asking themselves
daily, “What would Jesus do?” They ask this question before they made any major decision.
Although this book was written more than one hundred years ago, it is still being read and is
relevant to us.

“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

In some parts of the world, a special season of “Christmas” is observed. During this time
attention is drawn to celebrating Christ’s birth. In the midst of this activity, the real reason for
His coming is often overlooked. One Christmas slogan reminds us, “Jesus is the reason for the
season.” Jesus is the focus of the celebration, but “Evangelism is the reason for the season.”
Evangelism was the reason Jesus came to the earth. If we follow in His steps, evangelism will be
our primary focus.

Evangelism
The Reason Jesus Came

B

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).

B

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

B

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).

B

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised” (Luke
4:18).

Jesus walked on this earth for more than thirty years, died at Calvary, and rose again to redeem
mankind.
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The Book of Acts is a carry-over of what Jesus began to do. In the Gospels He walked on the
earth, doing good. In Acts He continued His work through the apostles who followed in His
steps.

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Acts is the story of the expansion of the church as men and women walked in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ. He started the work in the Gospels, continued it through His disciples in Acts, and

it is carried on through us today.

“Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ,
with all confidence, no man forbidding him” (Acts 28:31).

Acts is one of three New Testament books that do not end with “Amen.” This is because the
church is still expanding and continues to develop, even after nearly two thousand years.

The church is God’s on-going project, and He expects us to be going on.

Prayer

“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his
disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:36-38).

As we continue in His prayer steps, a major focus of our prayers will be evangelism.

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified,
even as it is with you” (2 Thessalonians 3:1).

Leadership Development/Training

“I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

Jesus knew His purpose when He came to the earth. He came to seek and to save the lost, and
to build His church. To ensure the church’s success, Jesus spent quality time in the leadership
development of twelve chosen men. When He returned to heaven, He left a handful of
qualified leaders to carry on the vital tasks He had started. Jesus knew His work would not fail
because He had trained leaders. From the beginning, Jesus told these leaders He would not
always be with them. He trained the most successful leadership team of all times. As a result,
once their leader departed, the church continued to experience tremendous revival and
growth, as they followed His example by effectively training other leaders. Leaders today
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should follow the same pattern.
Before Jesus departed He said, “As my Father hath sent me, even so send | you” (John 20:21).
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Study Questions

1. What was Sheldon’s book called?

2. What was this book about?

3. What is the Book of Acts a story about?

4. The church is God’s ongoing project. What does He expect from us?

5. What should we pray according to Matthew 9:36-38?

6. According to Matthew 16:18, what was Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth?

7. How did Jesus know that His work would not fail?
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